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All this presupposes that human society as a whole, and each unit of it, viewed as a separate community, is an organic structure. This feature was long recognised in regard to political communities, even before the time of Aristotle. The Stagirite philosopher worked out a clear and logical system of exposition for political societies which can scarcely be said to be out of date even now. But a political society may or may not coincide with a social organism, and the social organism obeys laws far more complex, and is subject to forces far more subtle, than political organisms.
The study of the economic structure of society, too, preceded the study of the whole of the social structure. Political science led to economic science, and economic science in its turn paved the way for that larger social science, whose birth is one of the chief glories of nineteenth century thought. The eighteenth century had already felt the promptings of this science, dimly and vaguely. But it had not been able to advance beyond somewhat crude speculations, for want of the reliable statistician, whose treatment of figures on a large scale eliminates as far as possible the results of accidental or abnormal variations in the phenomena of social science. The Industrial Revolution, too, which followed the political upheaval known as the French Revolution, brought to the surface vast problems that led to $ revision of social ideas,